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Preface

The historiography in Romania usually divides the late Iron Age of Transyl-
vania into the ‘celtic’ and the ‘Dacian’ periods, the former being dated between 
the fourth and second centuries Bc, following the ‘Scythian’ period from the 
final phase of the Early Iron Age, while the latter is dated from the second cen-
tury Bc until the Roman conquest of Dacia in AD 106. However, such rigid eth-
nic and chronological separations are usually questionable, in the present case 
the two types of late Iron Age cultures show striking differences not only in 
the material culture or the social organization of the communities, but also 
in the exploitation of the environment from the same territory. Before outlin-
ing the differences between two chronologically consecutive different forms of 
social or cultural organization of historical entities, they should be first defined. 
Therefore, our goal with this catalogue is to bring into discussion the charac-
ter of the ‘celtic’ habitat from Transylvania, the material culture and the pan-
European connections reflected by certain artefacts, and, first of all, the rela-
tion between these communities and the diverse landscape from the eastern 
part of the carpathian Basin.

The number of studies regarding the celtic finds in Transylvania increased 
in the last decades, after a long period in which these historical times were dis-
cussed less often and especially on the margin of studies referring to the Dacian 
civilization. Starting mainly from the analysis of earlier findings, these studies 
focused on some aspects and particularities of the celtic world from the east-
ern carpathian Basin. In the recent years, several PhD dissertations discussed 
the celtic civilization in Transylvania, mainly on the basis of findings from pre-
vious field researches as well as recently investigated archaeological sites and 
contexts. These dissertations constituted a ‘corpus’ of the celtic finds from this 
region. Nonetheless, these archaeological analyses were classical approaches, 
completely lacking the involvement of alternative research methods.

The objective of our project entitled Alternative methods in the research of the 
Late Iron Age cemeteries from Transylvania supported by a Romanian Ministry of 
Education grant, cNcS–uEFIScDI (project number PN-II-Ru-PD–2012–3–0316) 
was to implement new research methodologies in the investigation of the 
‘celtic’ civilization in Transylvania during the fourth–second centuries Bc, pro-
vided by the scientific domains other than the humanities, and to include them 

into the archaeological methodology. From the scientific, technological, socio-
economic or cultural point of view, the application of such research techniques 
results in the better understanding of the collective mentality that shaped the 
establishing and use of celtic settlements and cemeteries in Transylvania. At 
the same time, they facilitate the theoretical study of archaeological phenom-
ena as well as the geographical aspects or landscape archaeology, also allow-
ing a comparison with the more densely and longer populated regions from 
central Europe.

The present work presents the results of the aerial topographic surveys of 
the archaeological sites, with conclusions regarding the landscape of the afore-
mentioned period. The aerial photography of the late Iron Age sites dates back 
to the early stages of Romanian-Hungarian collaboration of the Institute of 
Archaeological Sciences of the Eötvös loránd university (Budapest), Mureş 
county Museum (Târgu Mureş) and National Museum of unification from Alba 
Iulia, which began in 2009. The airplane used for aerial photography in our 
project is a cTSW type ultra-light plane, and Simion câmpean was the pilot 
during the whole period (2009–2014) and for all of the flights. Zoltán czajlik 
uses a Nikon D300 camera with a Nikkor ED 24/70 objective, while the under-
signed was equipped with a canon EOS 7d camera with an EF 24–105 mm f/4l 
IS uSM objective. The coordinates were recorded with a Garmin and a canon 
GPS, directly transferred into the RAW file. Between 2009 and 2014 more than 
90 hours of flights have been performed in Transylvania.

The landscape study of the Transylvanian communities from the fourth-sec-
ond centuries Bc is preceded by the introductory chapter written by Aurel Rus-
toiu discussing the historical and archaeological background. The catalogue 
could not have been accomplished without the contribution of my colleagues 
and friends. It is my mentor, Aurel Rustoiu, whom I thank first for supporting 
me and rigorously supervising my entire work, by channelling my ideas in the 
right direction for fifteen years now. I am beholden to Zoltán czajlik for our 
fruitful collaboration in the fields of aerial archaeology, topography and geo-
physics and for his friendly advises. I am grateful to Iosif Vasile Ferencz and 
Dan lucian Vaida for all the information regarding certain sites investigated 
or re-investigated by them, for their observations and unlimited access to their 




