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INTRODUCTION

The direct access on numismatic evidence together with the use of the latest coin catalogues – 
printed and online versions – offer the possibility to review old finds and, thus, to provide a more 
accurate scientific information.

Another specific aspect regarding the coin hoards is that frequently they must be published 
under time’s pressure or page limit leading to a very concise form of them including different types 
of errors or missing information about coins.

Following the approach of publishing the Roman numismatic evidence from Romania, we 
present another Roman hoard previously published as a short catalogue list offering as much 
information as possible on each coin (description, technical data, identification, photo) in order 
to provide an overall picture that may serve for future numismatic approaches. At the same time, 
the hoards, for various reasons, were spread among the finders with few chances to be recovered. 
However, in fortunate situation, some coins from a hoard re‑appeared in private or public collec‑
tions being available for publication. Therefore, it is one of the aims of this work to bring together 
the coins of the same hoard published separately in various publications.

The hoard which is the subject of the present work belong to the category of those discoveries 
confiscated by authorities for illegal issues. A local from Desa (Dolj County, Romania) (maps 1–5) 
was trying to sale the hoard illegally in the city of Drobeta‑Turnu Severin. In July 1988, the coins, 
122 pieces, entered the coin collection of the Iron Gates Region Museum from the same city.1

The hoard from Desa was first mentioned among the numismatic finds of the year 1988 in 
Romania by Gh. Poenaru Bordea and B. Mitrea based on an information offered by I. Stîngă. At 
the time of publication, it was mention that the hoard was found at Desa and contained 222 silver 
coins (!).2

In September 1994, A. Popescu managed to study other 11 imperial denarii from the same 
hoard kept in a private collection in Bucharest.3 

A list type catalogue of the 122 coins was published with historical interpretation by I. Stîngă 
and D. Bălteanu.4 It was the merit of these authors to offer for reading, for the first time, this hoard 
by producing a catalogue of technical data on the coins and tried to identify the coin types. As 
already mentioned above, external elements have led to the publication of this hoard with many 
errors: wrong type, wrong issuer, weighing errors etc.

Again, the direct access on the numismatic material and the previous references has offer us the 
possibility to present the hoard gathering both the group of coins hosted in the museum and those 
from the private collection (see catalogue).5

1 STÎNGĂ/BĂLTEANU 2002, 113.
2 POENARU BORDEA/MITREA 1989, 263, no. 32.
3 POPESCU 1996, 47–48.
4 STÎNGĂ/BĂLTEANU 2002, 113–119.
5 It must be mentioned here that we had no access to the numismatic material from the private collection. The cata‑
logue and the illustrations for these coins are based on POPESCU 1996, 47–48.


